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Relatively high contribution 
of wetlands to total 
floodplain algal production 
(94%), with epiphytic algae 
growing on plants feeding 
macroinvertebrates that then 
feed the fish

Highly mobile fish 
assemblages, often moving 
multiple times in their life

Higher movement 
through flow connected 
areas of the catchment 
facilitates feeding in a 
range of locations

Predictable wet season with year-to-year 
variability, driven by rainfall in the Coral 
Sea and Gulf of Carpentaria

Fish species 
composition varies 
with the environment 

Wet season river flows 
account for 60% of the 
variation of floodplain 
inundation extent.

High levels of 
connectivity between 
wetlands and main 
channels
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Macleay's 
glassfish

Chequered 
rainbowfish

River Channels
Sooty 

grunter

Barramundi
Tilapia

Headwaters
Coal grunter

Freshwater 
sole


