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The water follows the songlines.” Gooniyandi person 
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Indigenous 
people have 

custodial responsibilities 
at nested scales: place-

based responsibilities (e.g., an 
individual’s strong custodial ties to 
a significant place), at the scale of 

Native Title areas, and larger scales 
that include the whole catchment. 

A multi-scalar approach to 
participatory planning and 

evaluation is therefore 
needed.

2

WITHIN-
BANK FLOWS 

promote longitudinal 
connectivity and are important 

for the ecology of the river and its 
estuary. Connectivity is valued in 

and for itself by Traditional Owners, 
and the high-velocity wet season 

flow-pulses are also valued, 
particularly for their ability to 
clean the river country and 

sustain Indigenous 
fisheries.

6

Indigenous water rights, 
values, knowledge, and 

governance principles have been 
overlooked in Australian water policy 

and planning practice, affecting both the 
equity of access to water and the fairness 

of water-planning and management 
processes. Joint planning and management 

should be based on recognition of the 
legitimacy of Indigenous customary 
law and modes of water governance 

and should aim for fair outcomes 
in water distributions and 

decision-making.

1
Antecedent hydrological 

conditions (flow regime over 
a range of temporal scales) 
have an important influence 

over the ecology of the 
system.10

Indigenous people have 
the right to use water for 

their economic, social, and 
cultural development.3

The knowledge of 
impacts from water 

resource development 
is incomplete and/or 

contested.5
Planning occurs in 

settings where there are 
multiple world views and 
many different ways of 

relating to water.4

GROUNDWATER 
AQUIFERS are 

important in maintaining 
subterranean habitats, off-

channel wetlands, riparian zones, 
and springs and can provide dry 
season low flows which support 

runs, riffles, and pools in the main 
channel. Some of these places 
and processes (groundwater 
flow) are of high significance 

to Traditional Owners.

9

RECESSIONAL 
FLOWS are 

important for maintaining 
key habitats, particularly in 

the dry season. Maintenance 
of these habitats supports 

important ecological processes 
and particular species and 
places that are important 

to Traditional Owners.
8 OVERBANK 

(FLOOD) FLOWS 
facilitate lateral connectivity, 
maintaining the health of the 

riparian zone, floodplain, and off-
channel wetlands, which support 
aquatic and terrestrial biodiversity 
that is distinct from the main river 

channel. Off-channel wetlands and 
billabongs and the life they 
support are highly valued 

by Traditional Owners.

7

•	 We used a transdisciplinary approach to support more inclusive water planning in WA’s Fitzroy River
•	 We developed a HSE conceptual model to underpin water allocation decisions
•	 We proposed 10 principles for using e-flows to protect biodiversity and Indigenous values

0 50 km N

Derby

Fitzroy Crossing

F
I

T
Z

R
O

Y

R I V E R

K I N G
S O U N D


